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of the implement. It had its origin in South America, and is especially favoured by the negro race.
The Lotok, also made of wood, is a Chinese form of batea (Purington).
An ancient form of bowl used by the Moravians for the same purpose as the pan is shown in Fig. 28, which is from Agricola.1 The bowl was shallow and smooth, and painted black, so that the gold might be more readily seen. In the same illustration is seen a trough or sluice box for washing gold sands, which has a number of cross riffles, and resembles a long-torn.
Fig. 28.
A, Sluice ; B, Box with, perforated bottom ; C, Bottom of inverted Tbox ; 3), Open part of it; E, Iron Hoe; F, Riffles; G, Small Launder; H, Bowliri which settled material is taken away ; I, Black bowl in which it is washed.
Prospecting Trough.—This instrument is used in the Far East, especially by the Chinese, Malays, Annamites, etc. It is made of wood, and is shaped m the form of a very flat reversed roof-top, the angle between the long sides being about 150°. In place of a circular movement of the water an alternating rocking motion is used, the water flowing up and down. The instrument is easily handled, but is very slow.
Horn Spoons cut out of black ox-horns have been used by prospectors, especially to finish the w<^k begun by the pan. The surface holds the gold well and shows " colour " very readily.
1 Agricola, DC re Metcdlica, 1556, Lib. viii., p. 257.remainder of the tail and is scraped or washed off. The gold is separated from the black sand by (a) amalgamation with mercury, or (6) drying and blowing away the black sand, a wasteful process. Liquid amalgam is readily separated from sand, and the mercury is then driven off by heat (see below, p. 110).
